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THE STORY 
SO FAR 


Thirty-eight years after a cataclysmic explosion 
levels Tokyo and triggers World War Ill, 
Neo-Tokyo prepares for the first postwar 
Olympic games, a stadium being erected on 
the original blast site. While making an illegal 
run into the area, a motorcycle gang led by 
Kaneda encounters an aged and ailing child 
with fantastic telekinetic power and the number 
26 tattooed on his palm. Kaneda' friend Tetsuo 
is injured and the child vanishes. The military 
arrives and takes Tetsuo for medical attention. 
Later, Kaneda meets the beautiful Kei, part of 
an underground group opposed to Neo-Tokyo's 
new order. A second meeting with 26 escalates 
into mayhem as a team led by the mysterious. 
Colonel arrives to capture the child, named 
Takashi, by utilizing another child psychic, 
Masaru. Amidst the ensuing psychic storm, 
Kei and her associate Ryu fight their way to 
safety and Kaneda manages to escape, taking 
a capsule dropped by Takashi. A friend of 
Naneda's fails to identify the drug, but it is 
clearly lethal. 


When tests reveal Tetsuo's immense psychic 
potential, the Colonel takes him to a special 
facility where yet another child paranormal, 
Kiyoko, foretells the awakening of Akira, a boy 
whose godlike psychic abilities destroyed 
Tokyo. Number 28 of a secret experiment 
gone wrong, Akira sleeps in frozen stasis ina 
complex deep beneath the Olympic site. 


Growing paranoid and unstable, Tetsuo's dormant 
powers suddenly switch on and, steeped in 
growing pain, he escapes the facility, leaving 
a trail of death. Wandering the streets in agony, 
Tetsuo murders a rival gang member in a grisly 
psychic explosion and the terrified gang crown 
‘the superhuman madman their new leader, 
who unleashes them in a violent rampage 
‘against the other bike gangs. Kaneda organizes 
the gangs to fight back, but Tetsuo dispatches 
them, killing Tetsuo's friend Yamagata. 
Enraged, Kaneda shoots Tetsuo, who unleashes 
a tornado of destruction. The Colonel's forces 
arrive to find the wounded Tetsuo screaming 
for drugs to ease his pain. Kaneda attacks 
again, and in the struggle the mystery super- 


drug drops from his pocket. Tetsuo swallows 
it and goes into a massive seizure, but 
miraculously survives, his pain quelled. The 
Colonel offers to supply Tetsuo with the drug 
and training to fully utilize his power. Tetsuo, 
realizing he has few alternatives, becomes 
Number 41. The Colonel takes Tetsuo, Kaneda, 
and Kei to the laboratory facility and sequesters 
Kaneda and Kei. 


Meanwhile, Nezu, the resistance leader, 
meets with Ryu, who reports of suspicious 
military activity at a site adjacent to the 
stadium, Nezu is summoned by Lady Miyako, 
a mystical figure who shares visions of an 
impending disaster that cannot be averted. 
Akira's awakening draws closer. 


Tetsuo's power grows at an astonishing rate, 
evidenced by the self-healing of his deadly 
bullet wound. Tetsuo learns of Akira and the 
other psychics, and he becomes obsessed 
with facing them. The children, sensing 
Tetsuo's potential for freeing Akira, use their 
abilities to free Kei and Kaneda and lead them 
to a secret armory where they procure a 
laser rifle to destroy Tetsuo. Tetsuo finds and 
confronts the children, who are with the 
Colonel. Tetsuo recognizes Number 26 and 
torments the children, whose powers are no 
longer his match. Tetsuo demands to meet 
Akira, Kei and Kaneda crash the party and 
attack Tetsuo with the laser. Teleporting from 
beneath collapsing rubble, Tetsuo falls from 
‘the skyscraper facility and plunges to the 
ground below, but is completely unharmed. 


One of the Colonel's agents secretly helps 
Kaneda and Kei to freedom, but the Colonel 
soon forgets about them when he discovers 
that Tetsuo has discovered Akira's location. 
Kei leads Kaneda and their benefactor into the 
sewers, the hidden back door into the secret 
underground complex. Tetsuo arrives at the 
facility, but guards and guns are no match for 
the murderous psychic juggernaut, and Tetsuo 
breaches the defense perimeter. He boards an 
elevator and begins the long descent to Akira's 
sleep chamber. The Colonel arrives in force, 
and his troops attack Tetsuo, who repels the 
assault with ease. Scientists discover to their 
horror that the temperature within Akira's 
chamber is rising: Akira is responding to 
Tetsuo's psychic vibrations! 


The chamber cracks and releases deadly sub- 
zero refrigerant, forcing Kei, Kaneda, and the 
Surviving troops to flee the facility. Tetsuo, 
unharmed by the lethal cold, reaches the 
chamber. The cell bursts open and Akira 
emerges, dazed after his decades-long sleep. 
Tetsuo helps the child to the outside world. A 
city-wide alert goes into effect as the frantic 
Colonel employs a last-ditch plan to stop the 
two by using the laser cannon of the military 
satellite SOL to gun down Tetsuo and Akira. 
The weapon opens fire and the terrible blast 
finds Tetsuo's arm, tearing it to shreds. Kei 
and Kaneda find Akira and disappear into the 
city and find sanctuary in the home of Chiyoko, 
a powerful woman allied with the resistance. 


Martial law goes into effect, and panic rules the 
streets. Everyone wants to find Akira, and for 
many reasons: to capture him, to destroy him, 
to use his terrible powers for personal gain. 
Chiyoko takes Kei, Kaneda, and Akira to Nezu's 
boat, a temporary safehouse. But Меги betrays 
them and Lady Miyako by taking Akira and 
ordering his men to murder Chiyoko, Kaneda, 
and Kei. Only Chiyoko's strength and fighting 
skills — and a little well-placed vomit by the 
seasick Kaneda — keep the three alive. Knowing. 
that Akira will be taken to Nezu's home, the three 
go on the offensive and recapture Akira. 


But the streets are now crawling with forces 
trying to find the young superhuman, both 
sides utilizing child psychics to track Akira 
down. After harrowing battles and narrow 
escapes, the Colonel along with Masaru, 
Kiyoko, and Takashi at last corner Akira. 
Takashi greets his old friend, but the enraged 
Nezu, hiding in a nearby building, tries to 
shoot Akira rather than have him fall into the 
Colonel's hands. Nezu misses, his errant bullet 
finding the head of Takashi, who is killed 
instantly. His death triggers Akira's boundless 
power, and in an instant, a massive psychic 
wave surges through Neo-Tokyo, the 
destruction that obliterated its namesake now 
revisited upon the glittering metropolis. The 
citizenry, Kei, Kaneda, and the Colonel among 
them, struggle desperately to survive the 
holocaust. As the maelstrom subsides, Akira 
sits alone at the nexus of the disaster. A lone 
figure approaches him through the vast field 
of wreckage. It is Tetsuo, and the two rise 
together into the air... 
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SUFFERING 
THE FATE THAT BESET 
its namesake three decades earlier, 21st 
century Neo-Tokyo lies in ruin. Set off by the 
bullet of a would-be assassin, the godlike 
telekinetic fury of the superhuman child 
Akira has once again demolished in seconds 
that which took decades and untold billions 
to build. Now cut off from the rest of world, 
the Great Tokyo Empire rises, with Akira its 
king, the psychic juggernaut Tetsuo its 
mad prime minister, and a growing army 
of fanatic acolytes ready to go to any 
length to please their masters. Forces on 
the outside still search for a way to stop 
Akira, and the answer may lie in 

the hands of the mysterious Lady 
Miyako, a powerful member of Akira's 
paranormal brotherhood. But the 
solution to harnessing Akira may 
ultimately be more dangerous than 
Akira himself! 
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Nearly twenty years since its 
original release in Japan, 
Akira remains one of the 
most widely acclaimed and 
influential works of graphic 
fiction, and creator Katsuhiro 
Otomo has become a legendary 
storyteller in animation as well as 
manga. Akira is a science-fiction 
tour-de-force, a breathtaking vision 
of innocence, infamy, and insanity. 
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